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TABLE 1. Estimates of the proportion of infections that are
generated by asymptomatic individuals, p, for a variety of

diseases*

Disease Proportion, p
Whooping cough 0.25
Scarlet fever 0.25
Measles 0.46
Influenza ~0.5
Chickenpox ~0.53
Mumps 0.74
Rubella 0.81
Diphtheria Relatively high
Poliomyelitis 0.97
Smallpox -1
Hepatitis B ~1

* Refer to Web appendix 4 for more information. Quarantine is ex-
pected to be useful only for those diseases that have relatively large
values of p. Results are based on data from table 3.1 of Anderson
and May (23).

Am J Epidemiol 2006;163:479—485
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Country, Total New Total New Active Total Serious,
Other Cases Cases Deaths Deaths Cases Recovered Critical
Belgium 1 ] 1
Cambodia 1 ] 1
Egypt 1 (] 1
Nepal 1 ] 1
Sri Lanka 1 ] 1
Russia 2 0 2
India 3 0 3
Vietnam 16 0 16
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