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https://www.who.int/groups/technical-advisory-group-on-covid-19-vaccine-composition-(tag-co-vac)
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Common components of vaccines

Active ingredients

Viral or bacterial antigens
that directly stimulate the
immune system but do not

cause disease
Adjuvants
° Help to boost the immune
o response to the vaccine
o (increase immunogenecity)

Example: aluminum salts

Antibiotics

Prevent contamination by
bacteria during the vaccine
manufacturing process, but
are later removed (only
residual quantities remain
after the production process)

,n— vaccines), phenol,
. - phenoxyethanol 2

e Present in small quantities
that do not pose a safety
concern
Examples: residual
inactivating ingredients
(formaldehyde), residual cell

Stabilizers

Added to keep the vaccine
effective until it is
administered to a patient
Examples: sugar/gelatin,
magnesium chloride

== /__
i O/‘\‘u
-." \ O ./
““\‘\\__,/
Sugar/gelatin

Preservatives

Prevent dangerous bacterial
or fungal contamination
Examples: thimerosal (only
used in multi-dose influenza

.
.
’

ERORTE
Thimerosal

Trace components

i )
[- e
N v 54

Formaldehyde

culture materials (egg
proteins)

1. previously primed humans
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